








Dedication
To all those wives who are dutiful to their husbands and seek to please God.
To all those conscientious daughters of Islam who are blessed with modesty.
To all those gracetul sisters who symbolize nobility and bring pride to their brothers and parents.
To all those mothers who prioritize healthy upbringing of their children over everything else.

To all those who love and respect the House of Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon
him) and seek to follow in their footsteps.









Foreword

It is no exaggeration to say that there is hardly any Muslim in the world who does not know Khadijah
(May Allah be pleased with her), the first wife of Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon
him) and the very first convert to his mission. Numerous women have made remarkable contributions
to Islamic civilization, but Khadijah’s role in the early stages of Islam is unparalleled. She was the one
to whom Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) related his first experience of wahy.
He expressed fear for his life, to which Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) replied, “Never, by
God! Never will God disgrace you, for you honor ties of kinship, you look after people who need
help, you host and assist travelers, and you support just causes.”

Not only that, she then took him to her cousin Waraqah Ibn Nawfal so he could be reassured and
relieved of his anxiety.

I can’t help appreciating Khadijah’s wisdom and perseverance whenever I read accounts of her
contributions in the early days of Islam. For students of Islamic history, I have tried to bring together
accounts of her role in the spread of Islam in the pages of this book.

Besides praiseworthy attributes, Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) had the honor to be the
first person to embrace Muhammad’s call to Islam. Known as Tahirah even before Islam, Khadijah
(May Allah be pleased with her) was the daughter of Khuwaylid, a wealthy merchant and leader of
the community. She was a graceful and wise woman, who established herself as a successful trader.
As a mother, she brought up her children in the best possible manner. Subsequently, when it was time
to support Muhammad’s mission, she did not hesitate to spend her wealth to support the cause of
Islam. She could afford the luxuries of this world, but she joined her husband and other members of
his clan in exile for three difficult years in Shi*b Abi Talib. Thus, Jibril informed Muhammad (Peace
and Blessings of Allah be upon him) that God promised Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) a
palace in paradise.

In fact, my love, respect and appreciation for her grew considerably while researching and writing this
book.

I hope it serves as a torch of guidance for curious men and women who seek to learn from the lives of
Muhammad’s wives and others among his immediate followers. In the book, I have tried my best to
exclude weak or fabricated reports concerning the life of Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her). |
would appreciate it if readers can point out any anomaly in reports or accounts in the work. While
writing this book, 1 was advised by friends to discuss the lives of Khadijah's children and
grandchildren too — and so [ did.

We have tried to observe the highest standards in the production of this book, which is but a
manifestation of our love and respect for the First Lady of Islam. It may well be the first high-quality
publication of Khadijah’s biography.

My colleagues at Dar-us-Salam's offices in Lahore and Riyadh, especially Qari Muhammad Igbal
‘Abdul *Aziz and Prof. Muhammad Zulfigar, have offered me the utmost assistance in the preparation
of this book, for which I remain grateful. Shahzad Ahmad has done a remarkable job in designing the
layout. | take this opportunity fo thank all my colleagues who contributed to the preparation and
publication of this book.

I must thank brother Syed Ahmed Faisal Nahri from Canada who translated this book from Urdu into
English.

I pray to God that this book plays a part in the reform and revival of the Ummah. Amen.

Servant of The Qur'an and Sunnah



*Abdul Malik Mujahid
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

July 2012









Jahl, "By God, you are wrong; we were not agreed to this document event at the time when it was
written down.” (Ibn Hisham, al-Sirah, 1:376.)









Marital Life of Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) before
Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him)

Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) was married twice before her marriage to Muhammad
(Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him). Her first husband was ‘Atiq Ibn ‘Abid Ibn *Abdullah al-
Makhzumi. Following his death, she got married to Abu Halah Ibn Zararah al-Tamimi. (Ibn al-Athir,
Asad al-Ghabah, 5:260.) According to some biographers, she married Abu Halah first.

Abu Halah and Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) had a son, Hind Ibn Abi Halah, which
explains her alias “Umm Hind”. Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) had a share
with Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) in the upbringing of Hind. Hind embraced Islam, and
participated in the battles of Badr and Uhud. He died in 36 AH in the Battle of Camel. (Abu al-Fida’
Ismail Ibn *Umar Ibn Khathir, Jami’ al-Masanid wa al-Sunan al-Hadi li Aqwam Sanan, n.d., 12:303.)

Abu Halah had three other sons: Halah, Harith, and Tahir. All three of them embraced Islam. Harith
Ibn Abi Halah died in the early days of Islam defending Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be
upon him) when he was attacked by his opponents in Makkah. In fact, he was the first martyr of
Islam. (Abu al-Fadl Ahmad Ibn *Ali Ibn Hajar al-*Asqalani, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah, n.d.,
1:696.) With ‘Atiq Ibn *Abid al-Makhzumi, Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) had another
daughter, who was knows as Umm Muhammad. (Ibn Sa’d, al-Tabagqat, 8:15.)

Remarriage of widows and divorcees was very common those days. In fact, a widow or a divorcee
would be married again soon after her ‘iddah. (*Iddah is the period of time following the divorce of a
woman or the death of her spouse, during which she may not remarry.) A number of tribal leaders and
others proposed to her after the death of her second husband, but she did not entertain any of those
proposals. (Ibn Sa’d, al-Tabaqat, 1:131.)



Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) an Outstanding Woman

Historians have noted that Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) was sublime in terms of lineage
and nobility. She was flawless in behavior, compassionate and benevolent. God had further blessed
her with material wealth, She was rightly called Tahirah.

Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) was born and raised in a society that was religiously
perverted and morally corrupt. The society worshipped idols, and praised mundane poets and indecent
entertainers. Her family was unaffected by the evils of the Makkan society. They did not take pride in
burying their daughters alive.

Ibn Ishaq has recorded that Makkan ladies were once gathered around the Ka’bah during a festival.
Hubal’s idol was set up in the vicinity of Ka’bah along with numerous smaller idols. Pilgrims not only
circumambulated the Ka’bah, but also prostrated before the idols and invoked them to fulfill their
needs. Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) was also present on the occasion. The gathering of
women, consisting of young, old, rich and poor, assumed the idols were divine and paid them
respects, A Jewish man who witnessed the occasion and observed the women for some time, then
spoke, “Respected ladies! A Messenger of God is due to arrive amongst you. Whoever of vou finds
the opportunity to marry him should do so0.”

The chitchat of the ladies was suspended for a moment. They were astonished by what the man had
just said. They wondered who he was and what he meant. Then some of them said he was not one of
the Makkans. They thought he had mocked them and insulted their deities. Some of them started
yelling at him. Others picked up stones and pebbles and hurled at him. With the exception of Khadijah
(May Allah be pleased with her), every other woman participated in scorning the man. It is recorded
that Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) chose not to speak in defense of the false deities and
remained silent. Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) did not sympathize with the idol
worshippers, even before Islam.

Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) was not surprised by the predicted arrival of a Messenger.
She had heard before that a Messenger was due to come from among the descendants of Isma’il
(Ishmael). To her, the Jewish man made sense. Her cousin, Waragah Ibn Nawfal also shared this
view. Waraqah used to criticize the Makkans openly. He admonished the Makkans for departing from
the religion of Ibrahim (Abraham), who had built the Ka’bah for the exclusive worship of the one and
only God. He invited the Makkans to one God, and condemned the worship of Hubal and other idols
in the Ka’bah.

Waragah was surrounded by the anomalies of the Makkan society, yvet adhered to the religion of
Ibrahim. In keeping with the Abrahamic tradition, he abstained from alcohol and gambling. Khadijah
(May Allah be pleased with her) held him in high esteem and appreciated his views.

Waraqah partnered with another gentleman, Zayd Ibn *Amr Ibn Nafil, who was also an adherent of
the Abrahamic religion. He used to address the Makkans in the vicinity of Kabah inviting them to the
path of their ancestor, the Messenger of God, Ibrahim. He also rescued girls whose fathers wanted to
bury them alive. Whenever he learned that someone wanted to bury their daughter alive, he
approached them and persuaded them not to do so; if the person remained adamant, he would adopt
the girl, often by paying a sum of money. (Al-Bukhari, al-Sahih, 3828.) Waraqah and Zayd were
partners in such philanthropic activities.

It is pertinent to mention at this point that Zayd Ibn *Amr was the father of Sa‘id Ibn Zayd, a leading
companion of Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) and one of the ten who were
promised admission to paradise during their lives. Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon
him) is reported to have said about Zayd Ibn ‘Amr that he would be worth an ummah when he is
raised on the Day of Resurrection. Abu *Abdillah Muhammad Ibn *Abdillah al-Hakim, al-Mustadrik
ala al-Sahihayn, n.d., 3:440.)



These accounts point to the fact that the stipulated arrival of a Messenger from the descendants of
Isma’il was not unheard of among the noble families in Makkah.
























Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) married Zayd to Umm Ayman, who was
Muhammad’s foster mother, and originally a slave of Muhammad’s father, ‘Abdullah. Muhammad
(Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) held Umm Ayman in high regard. Zayd had heard him
saying whoever wished to marry a woman who is going to paradise should marry Umm Ayman. She
gave birth of Zayd’s son, Usamah, whom we know as the youngest military commander in the Islamic
history. Zayd Ibn Harithah was among the first few people to accept Muhammad’s invitation to Islam.



























Mustafawiyah, n.d., 8.) His description reveals his love and respect for Muhammad (Peace and
Blessings of Allah be upon him) and the depth of his observation and eloquence. It shows that
Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) had a very strong bond with Hind Ibn Abi
Halah, even though he was a stepson. It also shows that Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) did
exceptionally well in raising her children.
























your hardheartedness would not allow this!” Abu Jahl was enraged by this. The two exchanged harsh
words, then attacked each other physically. Abu al-Bakhtari pulled down Abu Jahl's camel, knocked
him off his saddle and hit him in the head with a camel bone. Abu Jahl started bleeding, but Abu al-
Bakhtari continued to beat and berate him.

Abu Jahl could neither protect himself from Abu al-Bakhtari nor stop Hakim’s slave from delivering
grain to Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her). What was more embarrassing for him was that
Hamzah Ibn *Abd al-Muttalib witnessed this episode from the hilly Shi’b Abi Talib. (Ibn Hisham, al-
Sirah, 1:354.)

Imagine the patience and perseverance of Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) at a time when
she was 65 years old. She starved along with Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him)
and other members of his family. Her husband faced death threats. Things had worsened so much that
Abu Talib would get Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) to sleep in someone
else’s bed every night after others had gone to sleep, so that the Makkans could not harm him in the
dark. (Ibn Ishaq, Kitab al-Siyar wa-al-Maghazi, 1:202.)






Khadijah’s Merit

Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) was blessed to have the company of
Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) for about 25 years. She supported him through difficult
times in every possible way, including spending her wealth. He is known to have acknowledged and
praised Khadijah’s support repeatedly. ‘A’ishah reported that she was once irritated by Muhammad’s
continued praise for Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her), so she complained, asking why he
continued to remember an old lady who was not so beautiful, when God had replaced her with a more
beautiful young woman. (Ibid, 3821.)He replied that none of his wives was on a par with Khadijah
(May Allah be pleased with her), for she attested to his nubuwah at a time when everyone else
doubted him, spent her wealth to support him when no-one else was willing to do so, and mothered
his children which no other wives did. (Ibid Hanbal, al-Musnad, 6:118.)

Some biographers have mentioned that Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) was
angered by what *A’ishah had said. When *A’ishah realized that Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of
Allah be upon him) did not like what she said, she promised him that she would only remember
Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) with good words. (Al-Tabarani, al-Mu’jam al-Kabir,
23:14)

Another of *A’ishah’s reports gives further insight into Muhammad’s affinity for Khadijah (May
Allah be pleased with her). Khadijah’s sister, Halah, once knocked at Muhammad’s door and sought
permission to enter. Halah was not only Khadijah’s sister, but also the mother-in-law of his daughter,
Zaynab. The way she spoke from the door reminded Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be
upon him) of Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her). He welcomed Halah with excitement. (Al-
Bukhari, al-Sahih, 3821.)

Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) also honored Khadijah’s friends. It was out
of his love for Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) that, long after her death, whenever he
slaughtered an animal, he continued to send meat to her friends.

Among the captives from the Battle of Badr was Abu al-*As, Muhammad’s son-in-law. To ransom
Abu al-*As, Zaynab sent the necklace that Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) had given her on
the occasion of her wedding. Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) had tears in his
eyes when he saw the necklace and remembered Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her). He
pleaded with his companions to release Abu al-*As and return the necklace. The companions agreed.
Abu al-*As was not only Khadijah's son-in-law, but also her nephew. (Ibn Hisham, al-Sirah, 2:653.)

Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) was 25 when he married Khadijah (May
Allah be pleased with her) and they spent another 25 years together. During this time, he did not
marry any other woman. (Muslim, al-Sahih, 2436.) No other wife of Muhammad (Peace and
Blessings of Allah be upon him) had this privilege. From her side, Khadijah (May Allah be pleased
with her) took care of Muhammad's likes and dislikes.

Once, in a moment of envy, ‘A’ishah complained that Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be
upon him) remembered and praised Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) *as if she was the only
woman in the world™. In response, he recounted praiseworthy attributes of Khadijah (May Allah be
pleased with her) and the fact that she was the only wife with whom he had children. Muhammad
(Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said, “Among men, many attained a status of perfection;
but among women, only three attained to such status: Asiyah (the wife of Pharaoh), Maryam (the
mother of ‘Isa (Jesus), and Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) Bint Khuwaylid.” As for
*A’ishah, he said that her status with respect to other women is like tharid with respect to other foods.
(Muslim, al-Sahih, 2431.)






Khadijah’s Daughters

As previously noted, Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with her) had six children with Muhammad
(Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him). Their sons al-Qasim and ‘Abdullah died at a very young
age, while their four daughters survived into adulthood, married, and had children.

In the following pages, we shall discuss the biographies of the daughters and grandchildren of
Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) and Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with

her).



























Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) personally led his daughter’s funeral prayer,
and descended into the grave to bury her with his own hands. (Ibn al-Athir, Asad al-Ghabah, 5:299.)






‘Ali Ibn Abi al-*As

*Ali was the son of Zaynab and Abu al-*As and younger brother of Umamah. He was the grandson of
Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) and Khadijah (May Allah be pleased with
her). Halah Bint Khuwaylid was his paternal grandmother. He was nursed by a woman from the tribe
of Banu Ghadirah. Like Umamabh, ‘Ali also received much love from his grandfather, Muhammad
(Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him).

Once Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) visited Zaynab, he hugged little *Ali,
and said he had a greater right to *Ali than anyone else related to the child. He reportedly said when a
Muslim and a non-Muslim shared something, the Muslim has a greater right to it. This may be viewed
in relation to the fact that Abu al-* As had not embraced Islam vet.

It is reported that *Ali was riding along with Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him)
the day Makkah was conquered. He was still a youth when he died during the lifetime of Muhammad
(Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him). (Ibn al-Athir, Asad al-Ghabah, 3:306.)





































































It is unclear who led the funeral prayers for Fatimah. Any one of *Abbas Ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib, *Ali
Ibn Abi Talib, and Abu Bakr may have led the prayers.






























Mubhsin Ibn ‘Ali

Three or four years after Fatimah got married to *Ali, she gave birth to her third son, who may have
been named Harb by “Ali, but Muhsin by Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him).
Muhsin died early in childhood. He is rarely discussed in historical and biographical works. (Ibn al-
Athir, Asad al-Ghabah, 4:54.)

















